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The National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) supports a defense budget containing the resources 

necessary to fulfill the missions delegated to our armed forces in national security strategy documents. The 

Trump Administration’s first full-year budget request would provide a base budget of $574.5 billion for the 

Department of Defense (DoD) and $64.6 billion in Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) funding. While 

NDIA is pleased that the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018 President’s Budget Request abandoned the recent 1-to-1 

coupling of defense and non-defense spending, we hope that Congress pushes the top-line request closer to the 

$640 billion envisioned by House Armed Services Committee Chairman Mac Thornberry and Senate Armed 

Services Committee Chairman John McCain. NDIA and our members eagerly await the results of the new 

National Defense Strategy that will inform the FY 2019 Future Years Defense Program.  

 

 
 
However, the Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011, along with its default enforcement mechanism, sequestration, 

remains in place. A long-term “grand bargain” budget deal is necessary to responsibly reduce the national debt 

while providing for current domestic and national security priorities, but major challenges lie ahead. The debt 

ceiling, extended by the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015, will return sometime between August and October of 

2017, injecting a further challenge in completing the FY 2018 budget on time.  

 

In addition to the spending cuts, the BCA has ushered in arbitrary, budget-driven thinking on national security 

spending. The 2014 Quadrennial Defense Review warned the following: 

  

A “resumption of sequestration-level cuts would lead to more immediate and severe risks to the 

[defense] strategy. Ultimately, with sequestration-level cuts, by 2021 the Joint Force would be 

too small and too outdated to fully implement our defense strategy.”  

 

Furthermore, our armed forces cannot afford to continue relying on continuing resolutions (CRs) to fund 

operations. Predictable and stable defense budgets that are passed on time and with sufficient resourcing are 

imperative in a rapidly-evolving security environment.  

 

 

Strategic Priorities 

 


