Definition of Government Employee
Federal Government Employee is an officer or an individual;
1. appointed in the civil service by one of the following acting in an official capacity- the
President; a Member or Members of Congress, or the Congress; a member of a uniformed
service; an individual who is an employee under this section; the head of a Government
controlled corporation; or an adjutant general designated by the Secretary
2. engaged in the performance of a Federal function under authority of law or an Executive
act; and
3. subject to the supervision of an individual named by paragraph (1) of this subsection
while engaged in the performance of the duties of his position.
An individual who is employed at the United States Naval Academy in the midshipmen's
laundry, the midshipmen's tailor shop, the midshipmen's cobbler and barber shops, and the
midshipmen's store.
An employee paid from non-appropriated funds of the Army and Air Force Exchange
Service, Army and Air Force Motion Picture Service, Navy Ship's Stores Ashore,
Navy exchanges, Marine Corps exchanges, Coast Guard exchanges, and other
instrumentalities of the United States under the jurisdiction of the armed forces
conducted for the comfort, pleasure, contentment, and mental and physical improvement of
personnel of the armed forces is deemed not an employee for the purpose of laws
administered by the Office of Personnel Management except under certain statutory
provisions.
A Reserve of the armed forces who is not on active duty or who is on active duty for
training is deemed not an employee or an individual holding an office of trust or profit or
discharging an official function under or in connection with the United States because of his
appointment, oath, or status, or any duties or functions performed or pay or allowances
received in that capacity.
Except as otherwise provided by law, an employee of the United States Postal
Service or of the Postal Rate Commission [Postal Regulatory Commission] is
deemed not an employee
Special Government Employees. Specifically, ³an officer or employee . . .
who is retained, designated, appointed, or employed² by the Government to perform SGEs
are temporary duties, with or without compensation, for not more than 130 days during any
period of 365 consecutive days.
State and Local "Public official"
(a) "Public official" means every member, officer, employee or consultant of a state or local
government agency.
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), "public official" does not include the following:
(1) A judge or court commissioner in the judicial branch of government.
(2) A member of the Board of Governors and designated employees of the State Bar of
California.
(3) A member of the Judicial Council.
(4) A member of the Commission on Judicial Performance, provided that he or she is
subject to the provisions of Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 6035) of Chapter 4 of
Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code as provided in Section 6038 of that article.
(5) A federal officer or employee serving in an official federal capacity on a state or local
government agency.

