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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

PTAC IS NOW APEX ACCELERATOR

The APEX Accelerators under management of the Department of 

Defense (DoD) Office of Small Business Programs (OSBP), and 

plays a critical role in the Department’s efforts to identify 

and help a wide range of businesses enter and participate in the 

defense supply-chain. 
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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

APEX’S MISSION

Assist San Diego, Orange and Imperial County small businesses in 
learning how to do business with federal, state and local government 
agencies at NO COST.
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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

APEX’S SERVICES

Training Webinars
2900  participants/year

1-on-1 Counseling
>800 businesses/year

Help with Market 
Research

APEX is 

operating 

HYBRID!
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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

FIND YOUR APEX CENTER

http://www.aptac-us.org/contracting-assistance/ 

Distribution Statement A:
Approved for public release.

 Distribution is unlimited.​​

http://www.aptac-us.org/contracting-assistance/


Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

APEX’S FUNDING

▪ 50% of funding from Department of Defense
▪ 50% from local sponsors
▪ 90+ centers like ours across the nation hosted by other colleges, 

local/state government, and nonprofits.
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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

LOCAL SPONSORS

“This APEX Accelerator (Procurement Technical Assistance Center) is funded in part through a 
cooperative agreement with the Dept. of Defense Office of Small Business Programs.” 
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Training Webinars
1200 businesses/year

1-on-1 Counseling
700 businesses/year

Help with Market 

Research

PTAC is 

operating 

HYBIRD!

WHO IS APEX HELPING?

FY 2022 PTAC Annual ReportDistribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



Certifications

Market

research

Subcontracting/

Teaming

Doing Business with . . . 

Requests for 

Proposals

Responding to

An Introduction to Government Contracting

Marketing Strategies

WEBINARS INCLUDE
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Please fill out the survey you will be receiving with this 
presentation.

▪ It helps with our funding

▪ It helps us continue offering free services

▪ Make recommendations on topics you would like to see us cover.

APEX’S SURVEY
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Research opportunities 

& targets 

Learn the basics 

1 

3 

Register and 

certify with target                           

agencies

2

YOUR ROADMAP FOR TODAY
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Size of the 

Government                       

Market

Classifying Your 

Products and 

Services

Certifications/

Definitions

Procurement 

Goals
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LEARN THE BASICS
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HOW MUCH IS SPENT IN THE USA?

https://www.usaspending.govDistribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​
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https://www.usaspending.gov/explorer/agency

HOW MUCH IS SPENT BY AGENCY?
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CONTRACT DOLLARS IN CALIFORNIA

As of May 16, 2023
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www.sba.gov/document/support--agency-contracting-goals

Federal
   23% for Small Businesses Primes*

   5%  of prime/subcontracts for WOSBs

   3%  of prime contracts for HUBZone

   3%  of prime/subcontracts SDVOSBs

   5%  of prime/subcontracts for SDBs**

*Depending on the agency 5-65%

  

State of CA
  25%  to Small Businesses (SB & Micro)

   3%  to Disabled Veteran Business   
    Enterprises (DVBE)

California Proposition 209 (1996) 
amended the State constitution to 
prohibit State government institutions 
from considering race, sex, or ethnicity, 
specifically in the areas of public 
employment, public contracting or 
public education.

PROCUREMENT GOALS
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▪ NAICS – North American Industry Classification System 
 Used by federal, state, & local government

 www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html

▪ PSC  - Product & Service Codes
 For product, service, or R&D activity purchased by Federal   government.

 http://support.outreachsystems.com/resources/tables/pscs/

▪ UNSPSC – United Nations Standard Products & Service Code
  Used by CA Dept of General Services (DGS)
  http://www.unspsc.org/

CLASSIFY YOUR PRODUCTS/SERVICES
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https://www.census.gov/naics/ 

FIND YOUR 2022 NAICS CODES
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https://www.naics.com/naics-drilldown-table/

NAICS CODES DRILLDOWN TABLE
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SMALL BUSINESS DEFINITIONS

Federal – 
Small Business Administration (SBA)  

Size standards differ by NAICS code and a 
company can be large AND small.

https://www.sba.gov/document/support--table-size-standards
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SMALL BUSINESS DEFINITIONS

State of California 

▪ Be independently owned and operated
▪ Not dominant in field of operation
▪ Principal office located in California
▪ Owners/officers domiciled in California; and,
▪ Including affiliates, be either
▪ 100 or fewer employees
▪ Avg annual gross receipts $16 million or less, you have to have filed 

and submitted the last three tax years.
▪ A manufacturer* with 100 or fewer employees 

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



SMALL BUSINESS DEFINITIONS

State of California 
Micro Eligibility Requirements

A small business is automatically a micro business …  
▪ gross annual receipts are less than $5,000,000 or
▪ is a manufacturer with 25 or fewer employees

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Services/Page-Content/Procurement-Division-Services-List-
Folder/Certify-or-Re-apply-as-Small-Business-Disabled-Veteran-Business-Enterprise
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SMALL BUSINESS DEFINITIONS
State of California 
SB-Public Works Eligibility Requirements
Firms including manufacturers must meet the requirements:

▪ Be independently owned and operated;
▪ Not dominant in field of operation;  
▪ Principal office located in California;
▪ Owners, Officers, Members/Managers, Partners must live in CA
▪ Average $37 million or less in gross annual receipts over the last 

three tax years;
▪ A business with 200 or fewer employees (including affiliates)

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Services/Page-Content/Procurement-Division-Services-List-
Folder/Certify-or-Re-apply-as-Small-Business-Disabled-Veteran-Business-
Enterprise#@ViewBag.JumpTo
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RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES & TARGETS

Find websites where bids 
are posted

Locate Unadvertised Bidding 
Opportunities

Learn about Purchasing 
Thresholds
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FIND FEDERAL AGENCIES

https://www.usa.gov/federal-agencies/a 

▪ Department of Defense

▪ Department of Homeland Security

▪ Department of Energy

▪ Department of Education

▪ Department of Agriculture

▪ Department of Labor

▪ Department of Justice

▪ Department of Interior

▪ Department of Transportation

▪ Department of Health and Human Services

▪ Many More!
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LOCATE FEDERAL OPPORTUNITIES

https://SAM.govDistribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR ON SAM.GOV

▪ Sources Sought
▪ Pre-solicitations
▪ Combined Synopsis/Solicitation

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
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FEDERAL PURCHASING THRESHOLDS

$0

$10,000

$25,000

$250,000

Government Purchase Card (CC)

Full & Open Competition permitted

Must be advertised at SAM.gov, unless 

exceptions apply, for example multiple 

awards schedules like GSA

Mandatory Small 

Business Set-

asides. 

May use  

Simplified 

Acquisition 

Procedures. 

Above $700,000      Negotiated acquisitions require a

          subcontracting plan (or $1.5 million for 

                                     construction)                   
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WHAT IS FAR & DFAR

Federal Acquisition Regulation

▪ Primary regulation for use by all executive 

agencies for appropriated funds

▪ Became effective 1984

▪ Last issued in 2019

▪ 1990 Pages

DFAR – DOD’s supplement to FAR 
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FIND OPPORTUNITIES IN CALIFORNIA

Click Here

https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/index.aspx
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GREAT TRAINING & RESOURCES

https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/events.aspx
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https://www.sandiego.gov/purchasing/bids-contracts/

OPPORTUNITIES IN CITY OF SAN DIEGO
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https://pbsystem.planetbids.com/portal/17950/portal-home

REGISTER WITH PLANET BIDS
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VENDOR PORTALS

Vendor Portals Include:

▪ PlanetBids – Registering with a specific Agency is FREE. 

▪ BidSpeed, Govwin now Deltek, etc.
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FIND UNADVERTISED OPPORTUNITIES

▪ Data Mining & Marketing   
▪ Find contracting representatives & primes via solicitations & award notifications      

at SAM.gov and similar sites for state and local contracting                                                         

▪ Credit Card/Micro purchasing 
▪ Ask for Points of Contact

▪ Streamlined acquisition, federal
▪ $10k - $25K, 2 – 3 quotes 

▪ MAC IDIQ-Multiple Award Contract Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity       
Contracts with restricted bidding

     GSA Schedule, Seaport-e, CMAS

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​
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REGISTER & GET CERTIFIED

3
  

▪ Register in 
SAM.GOV            

(Federal)

▪ Get your UEI-
Unique Entity 
Identification

▪ Complete your 
SBA Profile (DSBS)

▪ Register & Get 
Certified with the 
State of CA

Distribution Statement A:
Approved for public release.
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DUNS HAS BEEN REPLACED BY UEI

▪ On April 4, 2022, the unique entity identifier changed from the DUNS Number 
to the Unique Entity Identification - UEI 

▪ The DUNS Number has been removed from SAM.gov.

▪ Entity registration, searching, and data entry in SAM.gov now require use of the 
Unique Entity ID.
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REGISTER AND SELF-CERTIFY IN SAM

https://sam.gov
Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​

https://sam.gov/


SB:                   Small Business

SDB:                Small Disadvantaged Business

WOSB: Woman-Owned Small Business

8(a):    Business Development Program 

SB HUBZone:  Underutilized Business Zones

Veteran & Service Disabled Veteran 

SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT  

Federal Certifications:
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COMPLETE YOUR SBA PROFILE - SBA.GOV
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SUPPLEMENTAL PAGE LOG-IN
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SBA DYNAMIC SMALL BUSINESS SEARCH

▪ DSBS for short

▪ Linked to your SAM registration

▪ Can only be updated in SBA’s GLS System

▪ Contracting Officers may use this to find you 
and will vet you once considered for a contract

▪ You can use this to find partners/subs

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



FIND YOUR SBA PROFILE AT DSBS

www.dsbs.sba.gov

▪ Wait 1 – 3 days
▪ No log-in needed
▪ No changes can be made at this 

website.
▪ All data is imported from the 

SBA Supplemental Pages.

Distribution Statement A:
Approved for public release.
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https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/index.aspx

REGISTER AND BECOME CERTIFIED

Click Here
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2 STATE CERTIFICATIONS

Certify through Cal eProcure

1. SB - Small Business 
▪  SB-PW- for Public Works
▪  MB - Micro Business 

2. DVBE - Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise

https://caleprocure.ca.gov/pages/sbdvbe-index.aspx
Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



REQUIRED DOCUMENTS & INFO

▪ Federal Tax Returns for 3 most recent tax years
▪ Federal Employee Identification Number (FEIN)
▪ Secretary of State Number
▪ Home Address of officers, members, managers, and partners
▪ Contractors State License Board Number  
▪ Keywords describing your business activities
▪ Banking Info
▪ Corporate Info

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



BEGIN MARKETING

4
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▪ Identify your target agencies
▪ Create your Capabilities Statement
▪ Build relationships & Network

MARKETING

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
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IDENTIFY TARGET AGENCIES

▪ While researching government opportunities, start 
building a list of target government customers.

▪ Be selective. Choose target customers that . . . 
▪ are a good fit.
▪ purchase your product often.
▪ have opportunities you can handle.

▪ Don’t forget about subcontracting opportunities!

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
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CREATE A CAPABILITIES                 
STATEMENT
A “resume” for your company.
It includes:

• Small Business Certs
• UEI & CAGE
• NAICS
• Licenses
• Registrations

Also:
• Company Overview
• Products & Services
• Differentiators
• Contact Info
• Past Performance or Customers

Distribution Statement A:
Approved for public release.
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REQUIRED BUSINESS CAPABILITIES

▪ Adequate financial resources
▪ Meet the delivery schedule
▪ Good past performance – 1 to 2 years
▪ Have integrity and good business ethics
▪ Have the necessary…

▪ Organization
▪ Experience
▪ Accounting and operational controls
▪ Technical skills
▪ Production facilities
▪ Technical equipment and facilities

▪ Qualified and eligible to receive an award

Distribution Statement A:
Approved for public release.
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FINAL THOUGHTS 

Our recommendations:

▪ Strong business plan 

▪ Know your target market

▪ Strong cash flow, LOC, loan or other financing 
(to cover expenses for 2-4 months)

▪  

▪ Network, Network, Network!

▪ Be patient & persistent!

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
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Are You Ready for Government Contracting?

Thursday, Aug. 3

Government Certifications

Tuesday, Aug. 15

Subcontracting Strategies

Tuesday, Aug. 22

 Register at: https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/events/

NEXT WEBINARS
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Part 1 – Is Your Company in Compliance?

10:00 a.m. - Wed. August 8

Part 2 – Intro to the Process

10:00 a.m. - Wed. August 16

Part 3 – System Security Process

10:00 a.m. - Wed. August 23

You will receive login once you register at:

https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/events/

CYBERSECURITY WEBINARS
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Wednesdays September & October at 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Module 1 - Introduction to the San Diego County

Module 2 - Creating a Foundation

Module 3 - The Viability Test

Module 4 - Proposal Writing

Module 5 - You’ve Been Awarded a Contract, Now What?

Module 6 - Contract Financial Management

You will receive login once you register at:

https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/events/

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO LUNCH SERIES
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CONNECT WITH US

Website: socalPtac.org

Social Media:@socalPTAC

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



In San Diego, Orange, Imperial Counties: 

https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/signup 

If already a client, request an appointment at:
swcptac@swccd.edu 

If located elsewhere, please locate a center:
https://www.aptac-us.org/find-a-ptac/?state=#

SIGN UP FOR COUNSELING
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https://sdcoc.ecenterdirect.com/signup 

MUST FILL OUT APPLICATION
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Website:  socalPtac.org

Social Media: @socalPTAC

CONNECT WITH PTAC

ANY QUESTIONS?

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​



San Diego, Orange, Imperial APEX Accelerator

MIKE SABELLICO
Regional Director

msabellico@swccd.edu

THANKS FOR ATTENDING!

NOTE:  Recording & Power Point will be sent this afternoon
Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release.
Distribution is unlimited.​​
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