
How To Do Business 

With California 

State Government

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.



Wayne Gross
Title

Office of Small Business and DVBE Services 

California Department of General Services

279-946-8387

Wayned.gross@dgs.ca.gov

Instructor

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.



Introduction to SB/DVBE Program

Certification Benefits

Certification Eligibility

Cal eProcure

SB/DVBE Emergency Registry

Commercially Useful Function

Overview
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Small Business (SB)

Small Business for the Purposes 

of Public Works (SB-PW)

Disabled Veteran Business 

Enterprise (DVBE)

State Certifications
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5% bid preference for SBs

Up to 5% incentive for DVBEs

Exclusive contract opportunities

Prompt Payment

Reciprocity Partners

Working with prime contractors

Certification Benefits
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Independently owned and operated

Not dominant in field of operation

Principal office located in California

Owners (or officers for a corporation) 

domiciled in California

100 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) less 

than $16 million (with affiliates)

*If a manufacturer, 100 or fewer 

employees and no GARs cap

Small Business Eligibility Requirements

Distribution Statement A: Approved for public release. Distribution is unlimited.



Same as SB requirements exceptê

200 or fewer employees

Gross Annual Receipts (GARs) 

less than $37 million (with affiliates)

Small Business ð 
Public Works Eligibility 
Requirements
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Get one certification, not both

Same benefits

SB-PW is only for public works

SB is for everything, 

including public works

SB and SB-PW
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At least 10% service disabled

Be at least 51% owned by disabled 

veterans (100% for LLCs)

Veteran owner(s) must reside 

in California

Managed and operated by 

disabled veterans

Headquarters in US

DVBE Eligibility 
Requirements
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Register your business

Apply for Certification

Find solicitations and contracts

Receive solicitation notifications

Appear in searches by state 
buyers

Post ads seeking prime or 
subcontracting

Access public procurement 
information

Get training and resources

No cost

Cal eProcure
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Ethnicity, Race, gender, sexual orientation

Voluntary

Supports diversity, equity, and inclusion

Evaluate outreach effectiveness

Supports targeted outreach efforts

www.dgs.ca.gov/PD-Supplier-Diversity-

Program 

Supplier Diversity Information
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Keywords describe a good or service, 

such as concrete, environmental, or legal 

Buyers can find your business through 

keyword searches

You pick the keywords

Keywords
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UNSPSC Example

Hierarchy Code Description

Level 1 14000000 Paper Materials and products

Level 2 14110000 Paper materials and products ð  

Paperproducts

Level 3 14111500 Paper materials and products ð 

Paperproducts ðBusiness use print & 

writing paper

Level 4 14111507 Paper materials and products ð 

Paperproducts ð Business use printing & 

writing paper ðprinter or copier paper
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California State Contracts Register (CSCR)

Find Contract Opportunities
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