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China’s People’s Liberation Army 

Navy Modernization



• PLA Navy growth fueled by more shipbuilding 

capacity than the rest of the world combined

• China has the largest navy in the world… and growing

• Between 2021-2026, China produced more nuclear-powered 

submarines than the U.S.

• In 2026, China transitioning to production of fewer 

but larger, more complex, more capable combatants

• PLA Navy basing infrastructure improvements are a 

leading indicator of continued growth

• Volume and complexity of integrated strike weapons 

systems continues to grow 

Key Take-Aways
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Others

4.4%
Japan 13.1% South Korea 29.1% China 53.3%

= ~69k gross tons

The U.S. accounts for 

0.1% of global shipbuilding 

Global Commercial Shipbuilding in 2024
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Confronting China’s Dual-Use Shipbuilding 

Empire,” CSIS, March 2025
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U.S. vs. China Submarine Construction



Huludao, China

40°42'54"N 120°59'51"E

15 July 2026

Type 095 SSN



Type 054/54A JIANGKAI I/II FFG (42)Type 056A JIANGDAO FFL (50)

Type 022 HOUBEI PTG (60) Type 039A/B/C YUAN SSP (25)

PLA Navy numbers driven by high-volume production 

of smaller combatants with mature designs



2026 – Transition to production of fewer but 

larger, more complex, and more capable combatants

Type 055 Renhai CG (10 of 16) 

Type 052D Luyang III DDG (40 of 50) 

Type 054B Jiangkai III FFG (2 of ?) 

Type 076 Yulan LHA (1 of ?) 



Maxie Naval Base 

Zhanjiang, China

21°12'13" N 110°25'41"E 

01 June 2026

Type 076 LHA

Type 075 LHD

Type 076 LHA



Longxue Shipyard

Guangzhou, China

22°42'16"N 113°38'42"E 

07 August 2026

Type 728 LCAC



Longxue Shipyard

Guangzhou, China

22°42'16"N 113°38'42"E 

07 August 2026

Type 901 AOE

Type 901 AOE

CV-16 

Type 001 CV



Type 004 CV/CVN

Dalian Shipyard

Dalian, China

38°56'09"N 121°36'47"E 

31 July 2026

Type 004 CV/CVN



AVIC Shenyang Aircraft Corporation (SAC)

41°52'12"N 123°26'22"E

Aircraft manufacturing space completed 2023

~500,000 sq. ft.

J-15 J-16 J-15 J-35

J-35



North of Shenyang, China

42°04'13"N 123°33'43"E

06 July 2023



North of Shenyang, China

42°04'13"N 123°33'43"E

06 July 2023

8 August 2026

New AVIC Aircraft 

Production Facility

~ 4 million sq. ft. 

manufacturing space



Yuchi Naval Base 

Qingdao, China

35°43'26"N 119°59'50"E 

09 January 2025



Yuchi Naval Base 

Qingdao, China

35°43'26"N 119°59'50"E 

31 July 2026



Yulin Naval Base

Sanya, Hainan, China

18°12'01"N 109°33'08"E 

December 2022



Yulin Naval Base

Sanya, Hainan, China

18°12'01"N 109°33'08"E 

22 January 2025



Yulin Naval Base

Sanya, Hainan, China

18°12'01"N 109°33'08"E 

17 July 2026



Anhui, China

PLARF 611 Brigade

DF-26 Missile Base

30°41’20"N 117°54’06"E

DF-26 Intermediate-Range Ballistic Missile

(Anti-Ship or Land Attack Variant)

    Estimated time of flight:

 - Guam – 17 minutes (+/- 2 minutes)

 - Okinawa – 8-9 minutes (+/- 1 minute)



Complex Integrated Attacks

Complex integrated attacks overwhelm adversary C4ISR and countermeasures (2018 CASIC Graphic)



Maneuvering Re-entry Vehicle (MaRV) 
warhead

YJ-20 launch from Type 052D DDG (July 2026)

Ship-Launched Anti-Ship Ballistic Missile

Purported ASBM launch from Type 055 Renhai CG  (April 22)

YJ-20 featured in military parade (September 2025)



PLARF Ruoqiang Missile Test Range 

Taklamakan Desert, Xinjiang, China

38°41'49"N 87°37'48"E



PLARF Ruoqiang Missile Test Range 

Taklamakan Desert, Xinjiang, China

38°41'49"N 87°37'48"E

Full-scale 3D mock-up of 

Arleigh Burke-class DDG

constructed early-2026



Key Take-Aways

• PLA Navy growth fueled by more shipbuilding 

capacity than the rest of the world combined

• China has the largest navy in the world… and growing

• Between 2021-2026, China produced more nuclear-powered 

submarines than the U.S.

• In 2026, China transitioning to production of fewer 

but larger, more complex, more capable combatants

• PLA Navy basing infrastructure improvements are a 

leading indicator of continued growth

• Volume and complexity of integrated strike weapons 

systems continues to grow 



https://www.mitchellaerospacepower.org/china/
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